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Contempt of Court
They are words that no lawyer ever wants to hear — “You’re in Contempt!”

While most att orneys know that the court has the power to hold them in contempt, probably few 
in the legal community fully understand when that power can be used, what the consequences of 
being held in contempt may be, and how the fi nding can be challenged. Several cases have made 
headlines in Pennsylvania recently because of contempt citations or sanctions by the court — a 
client held for 14 years in jail for refusing to reveal to the court and opposing counsel the fi nancial 
information sought in a divorce proceeding; an att orney sanctioned for his client’s conduct at 
a deposition, where much profanity was used. You know that fi ndings of contempt may result 
from disrupting court proceedings, being disrespectful to the judge, and failing to comply with 
court orders and could come with sanctions such as fi nes or jail sentences. But do you know all 
the ins and outs of contempt? That power of the courts is broad and reaches well beyond the 
courthouse doors.

This program will explore the historical and statutory origins of contempt, highlight the diff erence 
between civil and criminal contempt, and provide a step-by-step guide to taking an appeal from 
a contempt citation. Hear from att orneys who have either been held in contempt or who have 
represented clients who have been held in contempt, as well as from judges and others who have 
been part of a contempt proceeding. You’ll also examine what happens when court orders, your 
actions — or those of your client — create ethical confl icts.

Program Schedule
 12:00 - 12:05 Opening Remarks

 12:05 - 12:45 Overview of Contempt Power

 12:45 - 1:25  Contempt in Federal Court

 1:25 - 1:35 Break

 1:35 - 2:15 Contempt in State Court

 2:15  - 2:45 The Appellate Process

 2:45  - 3:15 You, Your Client and the Rules of Professional Conduct



Date & Locations
12:00 noon to 3:15 pm; check-in and lunch begin at 11:30 am

Philadelphia • Tues., March 23, 2010
The CLE Conference Center, Wanamaker Building
10th Floor, Ste. 1010, Juniper St. entrance
(between 13th & Broad Sts., opposite City Hall

Afternoon 
program with 

lunch

Doylestown
Bucks County Bar Assoc.
135 E. State St.

Greensburg
Westmoreland I.U. 7
102 Equity Dr., Auditorium

Mansfi eld
Mansfi eld University
211 Memorial Hall
20 Straughn Drive

Meadville
Economic Progress Alliance 
Conference Ctr.
William J. Douglass Jr. 
Corporate Conf.Ctr.
764 Bessemer St.

Mechanicsburg
PBI Conference Center
5080 Ritt er Rd., Rossmoyne Exit, Rt. 15

Media
Delaware County Bar Assoc.
335 W. Front St.

Montrose
Penn State Susquehanna Co. 
Cooperative Ext.
County Offi  ce Building
31 Public Ave

New Castle
Penn State Cooperative Ext. 
Lawrence County Cthse.
430 Court St., 3rd Fl.

Pitt sburgh
PBI Professional 
Development Ctr.
Heinz 57 Center
339 Sixth Ave., 7th Fl.

Stroudsburg
Monroe County Bar Center
913 Main St.

Uniontown
Penn State University 
Fayett e Campus
Eberly Corporate Training Center
Route 119 North

West Chester
Chester County Bar Assoc.
15 W. Gay St.

Wilkes-Barre 
Kings College
Sheehy-Farmer Campus Center, 
Lane’s Lane 

Simulcast Locations • Tues., March 23, 2010

Live Webcast • Tues., March 23, 2010
Subject to 4-credit distance education limit.
Go to webcasts.pbi.org to register.



You will come away with 
answers to these questions – 

 What are the diff erences between civil and 
criminal contempt?

 When can this power of the court be used – 
and how can it be abused?

 What are the diff erences in the contempt 
power of the federal and state judiciary?

 Who can be held in contempt – att orneys, 
clients, jurors – and when and why?

 How do you appeal a contempt order?

Course Planner
Ellen C. Brotman, Esq. 
Ms. Brotman is a partner in the White Collar Crime and Government Investigations 
Practice Group at Montgomery, McCracken, Walker & Rhoads, LLP, in Philadelphia. 
She concentrates her practice on white collar criminal defense and representation 
of att orneys before the Disciplinary Board of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. 
She speaks and writes frequently on a variety of topics related to government 
investigations, criminal defense and professional ethics and co-authors a monthly 
column for The Legal Intelligencer on professional conduct.

Faculty
The Honorable Eduardo C. Robreno
United States District Court for the Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia
The Honorable Albert W. Sheppard, Jr.
Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas, Philadelphia
Peter Goldberger, Esq.
Law Offi  ce of Peter Goldberger, Ardmore
Albert Momjian, Esq.
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis, LLP, Philadelphia
John W. Morris, Esq.
Kaufman Coren & Ress, PC, Philadelphia
John M. Myers, Esq.
Montgomery McCracken Walker & Rhoads, LLP
Philadelphia
Barbara S. Rosenberg, Esq. 
King of Prussia  
Nancy Winkelman, Esq.
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis, LLP, Philadelphia

*This program has been approved by the 
Pennsylvania Continuing Legal Education Board for 
2 hours of CLE credit in substantive law and 1 hour 
in ethics. One hour of ethics issues will be integrated 
into the 3 hours of this program. If you attend less 
than the full time of the program, you will receive only 
substantive credits for the time of your attendance. 
If you attend the entire program, you will receive 2 
credits in substantive law and 1 credit in ethics.

3 professional education credits
This program has been approved by the Pennsylvania Continuing 
Legal Education Board for 2 hours of CLE credit in substantive law 
and 1 hour in ethics*.



Name                  _______________________________Atty. # __________ 

Firm _______________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________________   ___ 

State____________Zip___________County________________ 

Phone_____/_____-_________ FAX_____/_____-___________ 

E-mail ______________________________________________

I have enclosed my discount coupon in the amount of 

$______ for my  1st    2nd    3rd    4th    5th PBI seminar.

A check made payable to PBI for $____________ is enclosed.  

Charge my:                      

Card #______________________________Exp. Date________

Signature ___________________________________________

2232

Locations
 Simulcast • Tues., Mar. 23

Location_______________________________
 Philadelphia 

Tues., Mar. 23

lm/bkt-1/15/10

Registration Policy:  We encourage early registration. 
Save $25 on registrations received 3 or more business days 

before the presentation date. Early registration helps us 
ensure there will be suffi cient course materials, seating 

and refreshment. Walk-in registrations will be accepted on 
a space-available basis. Pre-registered customers receive 

priority on the distribution of course materials. Those 
intending to register at the door should check www.pbi.

org or call (800) 247-4724 to ensure that the course has not 
sold out and that there have been no schedule changes.

Ticket Policy:  Time permitting, you will receive a 
registration ticket that will expedite your check in at the 

door. A registration confi rmation ticket is not required for 
admittance.

Cancellation Policy:  In order to receive a refund for 
cancellation (less a $25 administrative fee), you must notify 

PBI by mail or FAX no later than 2 business days prior 
to the course presentation date for the appropriate site. 
Otherwise, you will receive the course materials in full 

consideration of tuition paid.
Weather Related Cancellations:  Check www.pbi.org or 

call (800)-932-4637 ext. 2205.
Registration Transfers:  Requests for transfers will be 

honored if they are received prior to the date of the course.
Services for Persons with Disabilities:  If special 

arrangements are required, please contact Customer 
Service at (800) 932-4637 at least ten days prior to the 

presentation date.
Speaker Substitutions:  PBI reserves the right to substitute 

speakers at all programs.
PBI Scholarships:  PBI offers substantially reduced tuition 

for most PBI seminars to allow attorneys experiencing 
fi nancial hardship to fulfi ll their mandatory education 

requirement. For details and an application, contact 
Scholarship Administrator at scholarships@pbi.org or (800) 

932-4637 Ext. 2284 at least 30 days before the program. 
(Please note scholarships are not available for Online CLE.)
Course Material Return Policy:  A ten-day return privilege 

applies to all book orders, less a handling & restocking 
fee of $6.00. The return privilege does not apply to DVDs, 

CDs, or tapes; however, we will be happy to replace any 
defective disks or tapes at no cost to the customer.

Registration Confi rmation:
Be sure to include your email address on the registration 

form to receive a confi rmation.  Expedite your check-in 
by bringing this confi rmation to the seminar, but is not 

required for admission.
Legal Services/Public Interest Lawyers: PBI waives tuition 

fees for the fi rst 12 hours of CLE taken in each calendar 
year for attorneys employed full-time by many nonprofi t 
legal services and public interest organizations providing 

legal services to individuals at no or de minimus fees. These 
attorneys may enroll for additional CLE courses at 50 

percent of the highest member fee.

Book & Audio CD 
  Course Book (2010-6072) — $69 

      plus $6.00 S&H & $4.50 tax ($79.50)
  Audio CD (ACD-6072) — $39

      plus $6.00 S&H & $2.70 tax ($47.70)
  Audio CD & Book Set (ACDS-6072) — $99

      plus $6.00 S&H & $6.30 tax ($111.30)
If you are ordering course materials separately, please allow two weeks 
after the program for the shipment of books and 4 to 6 weeks for shipment 
of the CDs and book/CD sets.

Tuition (includes course book and lunch)
Early*   Standard
$189  Member — Pa., or any co. bar assn.  $214
 $169  Member admitted after 1/1/06  $194
 $209  Nonmember  $234
 $99  Paralegals attending with an atty.  $124
 $129  Paralegals attending alone  $154
 $95  Judges and judicial law clerks  $120
 $85  Judges and judicial law clerks  $110
   (admitted after 1/1/06)
 or  Go to webcasts.pbi.org for
   webcast tuition and to register.
   Online tuition differs from live course tuition.
   Sorry, we cannot accept checks for online CLE.
*Registrations received 3 or more business days before the 
presentation qualify for the Early Registration Discount.


