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E V O L U T I O N  O F  C A N N A B I S  

• 1996 – California became the first state to legalize medical marijuana 

• 2012 – Colorado and Washington became the first states to legalize cannabis for recreational 
use 

• 2013 Cole Memo 

• December 2018, President Trump signed the Farm Bill into law which made hemp and hemp-
derived products like CBD oil legal (so long as below 0.3%) 

 



T H C  V .  C B D  

• Two natural compounds found in the marijuana plant 

• Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) 

• Cannabidiol (CBD) 

• Hemp 



C A N N A B I S  A N D  E M P L O Y M E N T  L A W  

• Pre-employment testing 

• Recent legislation 
• Practical issues 
• Safety-sensitive vs. non-safety-sensitive positions 
• What about DOT and other federally-regulated positions? 



C A N N A B I S  A N D  E M P L O Y M E N T  L A W  

• Policies – no possession/use/distribution at work 

• Should employers permit possession or consumption at work? 
• What about being under the influence at work? 
• Practical implications 



C A N N A B I S  A N D  E M P L O Y M E N T  L A W  

• Accommodations 

• Do federal or state laws protect prescription use of cannabis? 
• What about DOT and other federally-regulated positions? 
• Must an employer permit possession or use at work? 



C B D  I N  M E D I C I N E  

• Current research 

• Federal funding 

• Consumer concerns 

• Opioid addiction 
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